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This paper will consider aspects of the environmental impact of wood with 
enhanced durability in a European context. Special attention will be given to 
the use of Life Cycle Assessment when comparing the environmental aspects 
of preservative treated wood and of wood with novel durability enhancements 
(including natural durability) in comparison with alternative materials. Case 
studies will be presented to illustrate which aspects of the life cycle of durable 
wood materials contribute to environmental impact and how the life-cycles of 
wood products may be optimised in the development of new products having 
good durability performance. 
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